:V 


Mi, 


Wi 


''wK 


VI 


speciAL 
colleccioNS 

DouqLas 
LibKARy 


queeN's  uNiveRsrry 

AT  KiNQSTTON 


klNQSTON     ONTARIO     CANADA 


^ 


THE 


CLAIMS   O  F   THE  PUBLIC 


ON      THE 


MINISTER, 


A  X  D      THE 


SERVANTS    OF    THE    PUBLIC, 
STATED. 

By  JOHN    EARL    OF    STAIR. 


MAGNA  PETIS,   PHAETON  !    ET   QJJ JE   NEC  VIR1BUS   ISTIS 
MUNERA   CONVENIANT,   NEC    TAM    PUERILIBCS   AN.Mi. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED    FOR      JOHN      STOCKBALE, 

OPPOSITE 
BURLINGTON  -HOUSE,     PICCADILLY. 

M  DCC  LXXXV. 

[price   one   shilling.] 

Cnterea  at  ^tationct^ail* 


III.  invs,  Sq3 


THE 

CLAIMS  OF  THE  PUBLIC,  &c, 

/^~\NE  SefTion  of  Parliament  has  pa  fled 
away,  another  is  now  in  the  wane, 
fince  the  aufpicious  change  that  was  to 
have  given  a  profperous  (lability  to  this 
country,  took  place  ;  yet  the  great  months 
have  not  begun  to  run  ;  the  precious 
hours  of  peace  are  flill  loft  in  idle  decla- 
mations and  ufelefs  altercations  ;  alike 
trifling  as  violent,  alike  degrading  to  the 
parties  concerned,  as  unprofitable  to  the 
Public. 

In    any   thing    that   has    as   yet  been 

offered  to   the  public   view  by  the  pre- 

fent   Adminiftration,    the    hand    of    the 

great    mafter  does   not  appear  ;   the  de- 

A  2  fign 
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fign  is  hackneyed  and  vulgar,  and  the 
execution  harfli  and  unpleafing.  So  far 
from  {hewing  a  Ermnefs  of  mind,  and  a 
fertility  of  rcfource  equal  to  every  diffi- 
culty, they  have  not  hitherto  had  even 
the  courage  to  lay  before  the  Public  a 
fair  ftate  of  their  real  fituation.  To  hold 
power  and  official  pre-eminence,  without 
being  able  to  make  the  due  returns  of 
duty  and  fervice  to  the  Public,  are  terms 
mean  and  ignoble  ;  principles  to  which 
no  better  obje&s  may  be  afligned,  than  the 
felf-interefled  gratifications  that  flow  from 
the  emoluments  of  place,  and  its  wretch- 
ed conflant  appendages,  the  official  un- 
diftinguilhing  flatteries  of  the  fubalterns 
of  place  and  power,  and  the  unblufliing 
adulations  of  hungry  expectants.  The 
great  marked  feature  in  the  late  change, 
the  fubflitution  of  Peerage  for  Place  and 
PenEon,  has  been  far  from  advantageous, 

either 
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either  to  the  Crown  or  People.  By 
forcing  the  Crown  to  ufe  too  prodigally 
its  brightest  prerogative,  that  of  creating 
Peers,  the  juft  and  noble  ambition  of  de- 
fcrving  hereditary  honours,  by  great  fer- 
vices  and  facrifices  to  the  State,  has  been 
weakened.  Diflinclions  that  every  wife 
government  mould  make  only  open  and 
attainable  by  merit  and  virtue,  have 
been,  if  not  proftituted,  at  lead  ufed  to 
promote,  ftrengthen,  and  retain  private, 
partial,  and  factious  interells  and  influ- 
ences. Place  and  Penfion  pafs  away  ; 
but  here  hereditary  duns,  hereditary 
claimants  on  the  Royal  Munificence, 
which  mult  be  fatished,  have  been  efta- 
blifhed  and  fubdiiuted  ;  for  in  the  fluclu- 
ating  variations  of  fublunary  matters, 
prefent  profperity  is  little  to  be  relied 
on  ;  and  thofe  who  do  not  want  for 
themfelves,  have  ever  needy  friends  and 

rela- 
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relations  to  provide  for,  all  which  mufl 
ultimately  come  out  of,  and  drain  the 
public  purfe,  whilfl  the  Crown  purchafes 
a  fhort  interval  of  precarious  tranquillity, 
at  probably  the  expence  of  a  long  and 
bitter  repentance.  Favours  that  cannot 
be  refumed  are  foon  forgotten,  and  too 
often,  in  the  refllefs,  unprincipled  fluctu- 
ation of  parties  in  this  country,  are  even 
turned  againfl  the  beneficent  hand  that 
conferred  them. 

Though  I  could  have  wifhed,  and  in- 
deed flill  wifh  and  expecl,  that  our 
young  Minifler  has  not  embarked  on  the 
tempefluous  fea  of  his  public  adminiflra- 
tion,  without  fome  plan  and  chart  of  his 
own  to  guide  his  courfe  by ;  but  fkould  the 
youthful  ardour  to  poflefs,  have  thrown 
into  oblivion  the  means  of  holding 
power,  with  credit  to  hiinfelf,  and  advan- 
tage 
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ttage  to  the  Public,  I  think  (though  fome- 
what  (tale  and  out  of  date)  his  claims  of 
afliflance  from  the  great  bodies,  who  by 
their  Addreffes,  and  proffered  lives  and 
fortunes,  fo  loudly  called  him  forth,  are 
ftill  in  force  ;  yet  if  not  prefcribed,  they 
grow  lefs  (Irong,  by  every  hour  of  timid  pro- 
crastination. Let  him  then  boldly  demand 
from  the  Addreffers,  the  neceflary  pledged 
and  promifed  aids  his  country  wants  : 
If  their  general  voice  is  cold,  the  infamy 
is  theirs,  not  his  ;  he  may  then  quit  with 
dignity  a  Ration,  the  falfe  unfubftantiai 
profefhons  of  his  friends  prevent  him 
from  holding  with  honour: 

Quern  fi  non  tenuit,  magnis  tamen  excidit  aufis. 

Which  is  the  bed  excufe  for  every  kind 
of  temerity  ;  and  fhould  he  chufe  to  con- 
tinue in  place,  he  will  at  leaft  have  given 
feme    manifeftation    and    proof    to    the 

Public, 
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Public,  of  his  fenfibility  to  what  he  owes 
to  his  country  and  fituation.  I  am  not 
his  enemy.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  his 
friend,  the  friend  to  his  fair  fame,  and 
wifh  to  mark  out  to  him  the  narrow  path, 
the  up-hill,  felf-denying  track,  that  leads 
to  glory.  What  I  write  are  the  pure 
dictates  of  impartial  reafon  and  truth  ; 
at  lead  they  appear  fo  to  me.  I  do  not 
\vifli  for  any  new  changes  ;  1  do  not  like 
changes  in  Adminiftration  ;  they  have 
generally  been  for  the  worfe,  and 
always  at  the  expence  of  the  purfe 
of  the  People,  or  at  that  of  the  Con- 
flitution,  one  or  both.  I  mud  indeed 
except  the  one  that  brought  the  late  Earl 
of  Chatham  into  power  ;  but  even  there, 
there  arifes  a  certain  biuernefs,  which 
makes  harfh  the  fweets  of  glory  and  fuc- 
cefs.     Our  triumphs  were  bought   at  the 

price  of  a  neceflary  perpetual  future  ad- 
herence 
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herence  to  peace.  A  leflbn  of  eternal 
moderation  was  left  us  by  our  great 
Minifter,  but,  alas  !  ill  obferved  by  his 
fucceflbrs,  though  the  neceffity  was  ob- 
vious and  conclufive  ;  for  the  Excefs  of 
the  real  permanent  Incomes  of  this 
Country,  during  eleven  years  of  peace 
and  profperity,  that  followed  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful 
War,  did  not  amount,  all  fairly  balan- 
ced and  flated,  to  quite  Four  Millions  ; 
of  which  above  One  Million  arofe  from 
a  mod  pernicious  fource,  continued 
Annual  Lotteries  ;  and  this  under  the 
conducl  of  a  variety  of  Adminiflrations, 
all  flriving  to  recommend  themfelves  to 
the  Public  by  (Economy.  And  though 
the  Adminiflrations  of  the  different  Par- 
tics  were  not  of  the  very  firft  energy,  yet 
the  attention  was  uninterrupted,  and 
perhaps  the  efforts  were  as  great  as  the 
B  temper 
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temper  of  the  times  would  admit  of.  I  do 
not  even  except  the  Adminiflration  of 
the  Noble  Lord  in  the  Blue  Ribbon  ; 
whom,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  now  to 
give,  it  is  the  fafhion  to  charge  with 
every  mifcarriage,  and,  above  all,  with 
the  American  War,  as  if  he  had  car- 
ried it  on  fingly  and  alone.  Yet  it  is 
well  known,  that,  till  the  misfortunes  of 
General  Burgoyne,  unhappily,  the  almofl 
univerfal  voice  was  for  that  War  ;  nor  do 
I  believe  a  Majority  of  the  Nation  were 
againft  it,  till,  by  the  capture  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  Army,  the  farther 
profecution  of  it  became  impollible.  To 
my  knowledge,  his  Lordfhip's  fyftem  and 
opinions  in  American  matters  were  much 
more  liberal,  and  infinitely  lefs  fangui- 
nary,  than  thofe  of  almofl  any  of  his 
Coadjutors  ;  though  many  of  the  lafl. 
are  now  in  high  offices,  if  not   with  the 

appro- 
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approbation,  at  leafl  with  the  acquies- 
cence, of  the  Public.  Impartiality  alone 
chelates  what  I  write.  I  owe  the  Noble 
Lord  no  obligations  '?  on  the  contrary, 
in  the  only  tranfaclion  I  ever  had  with 
him,  not  for  myfelf,  but  for  a  very  near 
and  dear  conneclion,  I  thought  him, 
though  perhaps  flriclly  juft,  yet  not 
generous,  not  feeling  ;  qualities  which 
have  generally  been  met  with  in,  and 
give  luftre  to,  his  private  characler,  and 
from  the  merit  of  which  the  Noble  Lord 
(I  think)  had  reafon  to  expeel,  that  the 
tear  of  pity  (bed  o'er  the  virtues  of  the 
Man,  mould  have  dimmed  the  keen  malig- 
nant eye  of  Cenfure  to  the  failings  of 
the  Miniiler. 

I  now  proceed  to   make   good,    from 

Fads,  my  allegations  relative  to  the   ftill 

B  2  declining 
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declining  flatc  of  our  National  Finances^ 
which,  if  not  foon  and  effectually  reme- 
died, mud  make  every  other  care  fuper- 
fluous  and  unavailing  about  public  mat* 
ters  ;  for  without  a  Revenue  adequate  in 
fome  degree  to  our  Expences,  we  are  no- 
thing, and  all  our  boafted  privileges} 
confiitution,  and  pre-eminences,  arc 
words  without  a  meaning.  In  the 
threlhold  of  thisbufinefs,  I  mufl  deprecate 
and  protefl  againft.  the  injuflice  of  any 
odium  being  thrown  on  me,  as  the  re- 
vealer  of  my  Country's  nakednefs.  I 
am  innocent ;  it  has  been  the  fafliion  of 
the  times,  by  every  means,  both  by  finglc 
and  feparate  flatements,  and  by  commif- 
fions  of  every  kind  and  denomination, 
to  make  the  horrors  of  our  fituation 
plain  and  obvious  even  to  the  meanefl 
capacity.     But  there  we  flop  fhort  ;  and 

no 
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no  fteps,  in  any  degree  adequate,  fo  far 
as  I  know,  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
an  evil  fo  prefiing  and  fo  fatal. 

Much  indeed  has  been  faid,  and  writ- 
ten, about  the  proper  employment  of 
the  Balance  by  which  our  Incomes 
Were  to  exceed  our  Expences ;  but  no 
method  has  been  mentioned  (at  leaft,  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  that  appears  to 
me  likely)  to  make   this  defirable  event 

certain,     or     even    probable. After 

flating  every  thing  that  can  and  ought 
to  make  us  abfolutely  defpair,  by 
what  ftrange  inconfiftency,  if  we  give 
credit  to,  and  reafon  from,  the  Facls  you 
lay  before  us,  do  you  call  us  gloomy 
Politicians?  And  how  can  you  expecl 
that,  in  oppofuion  to  evidence  the  moft 
conclufive  to  the  contrary,  we  fhould 
believe    any   man's    naked,    unvouched 

affer- 
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affertion,  that  this  Country  is  fully 
equal  to  every  burthen  and  incumbrance 
laid  upon  it  ?  Yet  unfupported  affertion 
is  all  that  is  offered.  Prove  it,  by  pro- 
viding an  effeclive  Income  equal  to  our 
Expenditure,  and  you  make  a  Nation 
happy.     But  to  proceed  : 

In  the  year  1784,  now  ended,  the 
demands  on  the  Public  were  :  Navy — 
Three  Millions  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
threeThoufand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
nine  Pounds:  Increafe  of  Navy  Debt 
during  that  year,  Twelve  Hundred  and 
Twenty-feven  Thoufand  Nine  Hundred 
and  Nineteen  Pounds  :  Ordnance — Six 
Hundred  and  Ten  Thoufand  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-nine  Pounds  :  Army — 
Three  Millions  Nine  Hundred  and  Two 
Thoufand  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty-eight 
Pounds:   Mifcellaneous — Two  Hundred 

and 
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and  Thirty-one  Thoufand  and   Ninety- 
four  Pounds  :    To  the  Public  Creditors, 
whofe    Debts     are     funded,    the    whole 
expence     of     Management     included — 
nearly   Eight    Millions    Eight   Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds.     The  Intereft  of   the 
unfunded      Debts,      carrying      Intereft, 
amounted  to  nearly  Six  Hundred  Thou- 
fand Pounds.     The  Civil  Lid  (Prince  of 
Wales  included)   is   eflimated  to  amount 
to  a  Million.     The  total  Demand,  there- 
fore,  on  the  Public,   for  1784,   amounts 
to  Nineteen  Millions  Five  Hundred  and 
Twenty-five    Thoufand    Two    Hundred 
and   Ninety-nine    Pounds.       To  anfwer 
which,  in  a  recent  Publication  (entitled, 
"  Comparative  State  of  the  Public  Reve- 
"  nues,  for  the  Year  ended  loth  October 
"  1783,   and    for   the  Year    ended    10th 
"  October  1784'1),   from  authentic  docu- 
ments, I   have   fhewn,    that    the   Public 

Revenue 
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Revenue  amounted,  for  the  year  ended 
the  10th  of  October  1784,  to  no  more 
than  Twelve  Millions  Six  Hundred  and 
Forty -five  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  and 
Nineteen  Pounds.  The  Balance,  there- 
fore, by  which  the  Public  Revenues  for 
the  above  year  fall  fhort  of  the  Public 
Expences,  amounts  to  Six  Millions  Eight 
Hundred  and  Seventy  -  nine  Thoufand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds  ; 
out  of  which  allowing  (though  I  cannot 
difcover  quite  fo  much)  Three  Millions 
Two  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds,  as 
arifing  out  of  the  Arrears  of  the  War, 
the  permanent  amount  of  the  Excefs  of 
the  Public  Peace  Expences,  over  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Public  Incomes,  will  be  Three 
Millions  Six  Hundred  and  Seventy-nine 
Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty 
Pounds. 

RECA- 
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RECAPITULATION   for  1784. 

Navy,                 ~                     —  3»x53»869 

Increafeof  Navy  Debts  during  that  Year,  1,227,919 

Ordnance,              —             —             —  610,149 

Army,              —             —             —  3,902,268 

Miscellaneous,              —                     —  231,094 


Navy,   Army,  Ordnance,  and  Miscella- 
neous —  —  —  9,125,299 
Civil  Lift,               —                      —  1,000,000 
Funded  Creditors  of  the  Public,       —      8,8oo,oco 
Unfunded  Debt  carrying  Intereft,       —        600,000 


Total  Demand,  —  —  I9>S25>299 

From  which  deduct  the  Produce  of  the 
Revenues  for  the  Year,  ended  icth  of 
October,  1784,  —  12,645,519 


Grofs  Balance  againft  the  Public,  6,879,8780 

Deduct  (fuppofed  to  rife  out  of  the  War)    3,200,000 


Nett  permanent  Balance  by  which  the 
Public  Peace  Expenditure  exceeds  the 
Public  Income,  —  3,679,780 


A  GE- 
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A  general  opinion  and  belief  having 
gone  forth,  that  few  or  no  further  bur- 
thens, in  addition  to  the  prefent,  were  to 
be  laid,  or  neceffary  to  be  laid,  on  the 
Subject,  affertions  fo  ill-founded  and 
erroneous,  for  the  benefit  of  the  People 
and  the  Government,  cannot  be  too  foon 
contradicted.  This  engages  me,  contrary 
to  what  I  wifh,  and  originally  intended, 
to  enter  into  a  difcufllon  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure 
of  the  yea*r  1785.  In  this,  fupported  by 
what  is  already  voted  for  the  fervice  of 
that  year,  ard  by  fo  recent  a  precedent  as 
1  784,  I  certainly  cannot  greatly  err  ;  and 
as  I  mean  to  incline  the  balance,  in  every 
thing  that  is  doubtful,  in  favour  of  the 
Public,  my  errors  cannot  excite  any  ill- 
founded  alarm  beyond  the  Truth,  which 
(God  knows)   is  alarming  enough. 

The 
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The  Militia,  which  was  not  called  out 
in  1784,  being,  I  underftand,  to  be  called 
out  in  1785,  and  little,  if  any  thing,  of 
the  expence  the  Public  have  been  at  in  the 
new  Settlements  forming  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  elfewhere  by  the  American  Refugees 
and  others,  being  ftated  in  the  Accounts 
for  1784;  no  compenfation  for  the  Loyal- 
ifts  being  adjufted ;  and  the  Half-pay  of 
the  Army  not  being  complete  ;  and  fome 
Arrear  of  the  War  being  to  be  expected  in 
the  year  1785,  and  for  fome  years  to  come; 
I  think  I  might  be  warranted  in  ftating  the 
Expences  of  the  Navy,  Increafe  of  Navy 
Debt,  Ordnance,  Army,  and  the  Miscella- 
neous Expences,  taken  jointly,  at  Six  Mil- 
lions Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds ;  but, 
on  the  principle  laid  down,  of  favour  to  the 
Public,  I  mall  only  ftate  Six  Millions. 
The  Funded  Creditors  of  the  Public,  the 
C  2  Same 
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lame  as  in  1784,  Eight  Millions  Eight 
Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds.  The  Intereft 
of  the  Unfunded  Debt  will  be  fomething 
more  than  in  1784,  by  more  of  the  Navy 
Debt  then  bearing  Intereft,  and  may 
amount  to  Seven  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds.  Civil  Lift,  as  before,  One  Mil- 
lion. The  total  Demand  on  the  Public 
for  1785  will,  therefore,  be  Sixteen  Mil- 
lions Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds. 

To  anfwer  this,  I  mall  fuppofe  the 
Public  Revenues  to  produce  (undimi- 
nifbed  by  the  heavy  new  Taxes  laid  on 
in  1 784)  as  much  as  they  did  in  the 
year  ended  the  10th  of  October  1784, 
which  was  a  very  plentiful  and  profperous 
year.  The  Produce  was  in  that  year 
Twelve  Millions  Six  Hundred  and  Forty- 
five  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  and  Nine- 
teen 
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teen  Pounds.  To  this  I  have  to  add  the 
Produce  of  the  Taxes  laid  on  in  1 7^4. 
I  acknowledge  I  am  under  fome  difficulty 
to  know  what  to  flate  the  Amount  of 
them  at,  many  of  them  being  generally 
obnoxious.  Particularly  that  on  Cotton 
Goods  mufr,  I  imagine,  be  repealed,  or 
greatly  diminished.  I  have  likewife  great 
doubts  of  the  Efficiency  of  what  is  called 
the  Commutation  Tax.  I  think  the  bur- 
thens on  Houfes  (a  precarious  unproductive 
Property,  in  proportion  to  the  Capital  funk 
in  the  Erection,  and  expences  of  Repara- 
tions) are  by  this  addition  made  too- 
heavy,  and  quite  (as  I  apprehend)  intole- 
rable. I  mall  flate  the  burthens  r 
affect  them  ; 


Duties 
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Duties  on  Houfes  and   Windows  laid  £. 

on  in  1766,  Annual  Average  Amount,  454,960 

Houfes  1778,  Annual  Average  Amount,  108,728 

Commutation  Tax,  —  600,000 
By  the  Annual  Land- Tax  raifed  yearly 

on  Houfes,  at  leaft                  —  300,000 

Nett  Annual  Charge  on  Houfes,  1,463,688 

Which  I  believe  will  be  nearly  as  much. 
The  above  300,0001.  deducted  as  the  re- 
maining Nett  Produce  of  the  Land  Tax  at 
4s.  will  amount  to  ;  making  the  Tax  on 
Houfes  almoft  equal  to  that  on  Land ; 
which  is  Certainly  quite  abfurd  and  incon- 
fiftent.  The  one  muft  be  too  much,  or 
the  other  too  little  ;  both  of  which,  I 
believe,  are  true. 

I  never  approved  of  giving  up  fo 
Considerable  a  part  of  our  Revenue  as  the 
Tea  Duties,  on  fo  raih  a  Subflitution  ; 
which,    if  perfifled    in,    will,     I    doubt, 

firft 
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fir  ft  deform,  and  then  depopulate.  I 
fhall,  however,  on  the  principle  of 
favour  to  the  Public,  ftate  the  Amount  of 
the  Taxes  of  1784  to  reach,  in  1785,  Six 
Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds,  in  place  of 
the  Nine  Hundred  and  Eighty  Thoufand 
Pounds  they  are  given  for  ;  the  general 
Average  of  the  Taxes  granted  fincc  the 
•War,  having  fallen  fhort  in  nearly  a  Fourth 
from  what  they  were  given  for.  I  have 
made  the  Deficiency  of  thofe  of  1 784  con- 
fiderably  larger,  on  account  of  their  being 
more  exceptionable,  generally,  than  any 
laid  on  previous  to  that  period.  This 
will  make  the  Revenue  of  the  Public 
to  amount,  in  1785,  to  Thirteen  Millions 
Two  Hundred  and  Forty-five  Thoufand 
Five  Hundred  and  Nineteen  Pounds,  and 
will  leave  a  Balance  againft  the  Public  (by 
which  the  Peace  Expenditure  will  exceed 
the  Income)  of  Three  Millions  Two  Hun- 
dred 
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dred  and  Fifty-four  Thoufand  Four  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-one  Pounds ;  and  this, 
as  appears  to  me,  will  be  nearly  the  ftate 
of  the  Public  Account,  not  only  for 
1785,  but  for  fucceeding  years  of  peace, 
till  fome  farther  aids  are  brought  to  in- 
creafe  the  Revenue,  provided  the  Expence 
incurred  is  fairly  brought  forward. 

RECAPITULATION  for  1785. 

Navy,  Ordnance,  Army,  and  Mifcella-  £. 

neous,                  —                 —  6,000,000 

Civil  Lift,                —                  —  1,000,000 

Funded  Creditors,                   —  8,800,000 

Unfunded  Debt  bearing  Tntereft,        —  700,000 


16,500,000 
Deduct  Annual  Income,  —  13,245,519 


Annual  Balance  by  which  the  Expence 

of  the  Public  exceeds  its  Incomes,  3,254,481 


In  thefe  Statements  it    is    underftood, 
that  the  Eaft-lndia  Company  is  equal  to 

the 
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the  payment  of  their  Duties  to  Govern- 
ment, as  they  fall  due.  Though  credited  iri 
the  Account  of  the  Amount  of  the  Taxes 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  2d  of  February,  I  cannot  learn  for 
certain  that  they  are  paid  ;  though  fome 
part  of  them,  perhaps,  may. 

Ministers  may  deceive  themfelves, 
but  they  cannot  much  longer  deceive  the 
Public.  Something  mufl:  be  done.  The 
magic  incantation  of  Lord  North  and 
the  Coalition,  the  hitherto  efficient  and 
fufficient  caufe  of  every  evil  in  thefe 
kingdoms,-  phyfical  and  moral,  pall:, 
prefent,^  and  to  come,  begins  to  lofe  its 
force.  Internal  Reform  and  Regulation, 
the  next  delufion  the  Public  is  to  be 
amufed  with,  cannot  hold  long.  Alas  ! 
what  refource  of  Finance  can  arife  from 
D  internal 
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internal  Regulation  and  Reform  ?  Every 
thing  that  can  admit  of  Reform,  is  either 
held  by  the  mortmain  gripe  of  Patent, 
or  by  what  is  an  equally  tenacious  tenure, 
Parliamentary  Intereft.  Minifters  them- 
felves  hold  fome  of  the  Grants  the  moll: 
obnoxious  to  Reform.  Will  they  fet  the 
good  example  ?  I  fear  not.  Through 
every  department  almofr,  of  the  State,  thofe 
who  do  the  bufinefs  fcarce  have  bread  to  eat. 
Acting  on  falaries  eftablifhed  long  ago, 
when  the  neceflaries  of  life  were  infinitely 
cheaper  than  they  are  at  prefent,  they  are 
in  general  the  oppreffed,  not  the  oppref- 
fing  ;  and  upon  a  fair  enquiry  and  average, 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  it  would  rather 
turn  out  a  matter  of  companion,  and  aug- 
mentation of  falaries,  than  of  diminution 
to  the  Public. 


So 
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So  help  me  God,  as  I  am  no  enemy 
to  the  prefent  Men  in  Power.  I  mean 
to  animate,  not  to  dcprefs.  I  appear  for 
the  Public  ;  and  in  their  right  I  mud  and 
will  urge  a  claim  of  Service  and  Duty  in 
return  for  Place  and  Power.  So  far  from 
Faction,  I  do  not  deviate  even  into  Specu- 
lation, nor  meddle  with  the  other  Diffrac- 
tions of  the  State.  Figures  are  of  no 
Seel  or  Party.  The  Plan  I  afk,  the  Con- 
dition I  demand,  viz.  an  Income  equal  to 
a  Peace  Expenditure,  is  the  fine  qua  non  of 
our  Political  Exiftence  :  without  it  they 
are  not  Miniflers— we  are  not  a  People. 

Though  we  have  already  more  than 
enough  on  our  hands,  yet,  alas  !  new  cares, 
new  folicitudes,  mud:  loon  claim  our  atten- 
tion. The  riling  troubles  on  the  Continent 
are,  or  may  be,  matters  of  great  confequence 
D  2  to 
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to  this  Country.  We  are  ever  in  extremes  ; 
there  is  a  middle  way  betwixt  involving 
ourfelves  in  every  paltry  foreign  fquabbie, 
and  a  total  neglect  of  all  influence  and  con- 
fequence  with  Foreign  Powers.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  make  a  Neutrality  that  is  not 
armed,  nor  fupported  by  Alliances,  re- 
flected. Our  Sovereign,  for  his  German 
Dominions,  mud  take  a  part  one  way  or 
other.  Was  it  poffible  to  find  money,  an 
Army  of  Obfervation,  compofed  of  the 
troops  of  Hanover,  Hefle-Caffel,  and  Brunf- 
wick,  would  be  a  defirable  meafure :  This 
would  give  weight  to  our  King,  protection 
to  his  Foreign  Dominions,  to  the  Liberties 
and  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  to  the 
Proteftant  Caufe,  to  the  general  Freedom 
of  Mankind,  and  might,  perhaps,  prevent 
a  War. 


IH 
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In  what  relates  to  Foreign  Affairs,  I 
mud  applaud  the  conduct  of  one  of  the 
Leaders  of  the  Coalition  (I  am  not  afraid 
of  names).  When  in  power,  he  endea- 
voured to  re-gain  fome  influence,  friend- 
fhip  and  alliance  for  this  country  abroad. 
The  great  fcience  in  Politics  is  to  prevent 
war.  A  few  months  of  war,  or  even  pre- 
paration for  war,  cofts  more  than  the  fub- 
fidies  of  many  years.  I  am  forry  I  ever 
(I  have  feldom  done  it)  mentioned  pri- 
vate characters ;  they  ought  to  be  held 
facred.  The  defects  in  private  life  are 
not  abfolute  difqualifications  from  pub- 
lic confidence.  Many,  very  many  of 
the  ableft  and  moil:  fuccefsful  Ministers  and 
Generals,  have  been  far,  very  far  from 
correct  in  their  private  life  and  manners  ; 
yet  certainly  a  private  character,  of  moral 
fitnefs   and   rectitude,    is  the  beft  pledge 

that 
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that  can  be  given  for  public  integrity ; 
and  of  all  the  defects  in  private  life,  the 
addiction  to  gaming  is  the  molt  difquali- 
tying,  either  for  private  friendfhip  or  pub- 
lic truft.  Neverthebfs,  Exclulion  is  akin 
to  Persecution,  and  fcarce  ever  fhould  be 
adopted  by  the  Crown  or  the  People. 

And  now  I  am  upon  the  fubjecl:  of  apo- 
logy and  recollection,  with  all  my  enthu- 
fiafrn  for  the  Eaft-India  Company's  great 
Minifter,  with  all  my  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  war  hi  the  Eaft,  which  I 
fcill  retain,  and  hold  Mr.  Haftings  a  firm 
unequalled  Pilot  in  a  dangerous  fea,  yet  I 
mud;  not  be  underftood  to  pronounce  any 
opinion  about  the  Company's  commercial 
concerns.  I  am  no  competent  judge  whe- 
ther they  are  retrievable  or  not ;  nor  do  I 
pledge  mylelf  for  any  part  of  their  Syftem 

of 
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of  Finance,    whether  acting  as  Merchants 
or  Sovereigns. 

As  I  mean  to  die  in  peace  and  charity 
with  all  mankind,  if  any  thing  has  fallen 
from  my  pen  to  give  offence  to  a  very  re- 
fpe&able  body  of  men  united  to  under- 
hand and  to  defend  our  Laws,  Liberties, 
and  Conftitution,  I  am  heartily  forry  for 
it.  I  never  meant  to  give  them  offence. 
Poffibly  I  might  think  it  was  fomething 
out  of  time,  to  be  difputing  about  the 
rights  of  the  Manor  when  the  Mortgage 
was  foreclofing.  Let  them  affift  me  in 
ledeeming  the  Country,  and  then  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  affift  them  in  reforming  the  Con- 
ftitution of  it.  But  till  thefe  matters  are 
more  in  a  train  of  being  brought  about, 
let  us  in  the  mean  time  fmoke  the  Calu- 
met, the  Pipe  of  Peace,  together. 


A 


LL 
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All  I  afk  of  the  Public  in  return  for 
many  laborious,  well-meant,  unavailing 
endeavours  to  ferve  them,  is,  that  they 
would  fpeak  of  me  as  I  am— 

Nothing  extenuate,  nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice; 

Then  they  mull:  fpeak  of  one,  the  votary 
and  the  victim  too  of  Truth  ;  of  one 
that  loved  his  Country  not  wifely,  but 
too  welL 

Dover-Street, 
March  23,   1785. 


FINIS. 


